THE LIGHT THE DEAD SEE: SELECTED
POEMS

Between 1972, when he published his first book, The Signing Knives, and 1978, when
he died at the age of twenty-nine, Frank Stanford published seven volumes of poetry.
Within a year of his death, two posthumous collections were published. At the time of
this death, as Leon Stokesbury asserts in his introduction, “Stanford was the best poet
in America under the age...
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Reader's Opinions

It's too bad more people don't know about Frank Stanford.

Frank Stanford's poems often bring to mindespecially the selections from his first book, The Singing
Knivesthe film The Night of the Hunterspecifically the scenes of Willa underwater and John and Pearl's ride
down the river. They are both image-rich Southern Gothic with a shared surrealism and otherworldliness.
However, the film's composed...
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