
TENDER
"Are	you	asleep?"	James	said,	nudging	her	with	his	leg.	"No,"	Catherine	said,	the	word
all	in	a	drowse.	"Don't	go	to	sleep,"	he	said,	and	she	heard	him	turn	a	page.	Catherine
and	James	are	as	close	as	 two	 friends	could	ever	be.	They	meet	 in	Dublin	 in	 the	 late
1990s,	 she	 a	 college	 student,	 he	 a	 fledgling	 artist	 -	 both	 recent	 arrivals	 from	 rural
communities,	coming	of	age	in	a	city	which...
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with	email	you	did	not	have	the	heft	of	the	pages,	the	 life	of	the	 ink	woven	tight	 into	the	paper,	rushing
across	it,	a	thing	that	had	come	directly	from	the	other	persons	own	hand.	Or	from	the	pen	in	their	hand,
which	was	almost	the	same;	which	was	almost	like	touching	them	for	yourself.	In	Belinda	McKeon,	Tender:
A	Novel	//

peered	awhile,	as	through	the	keyhole	Into	my	darkened,	hushed,	safe	casket	From	which	(I	did	not	know)
I	had	already	lost	the	treasure.	Emmet	Belinda	McKeon,	Tender:	A	Novel	//

Reader's	Opinions
4.5	tho,	DAMN.This	is	perhaps	the	least	outlandish	book	that	I	could	ever	review	on	Outlandish	Lit.	But	it
was	so	amazing,	 that	 I	 can't	go	on	not	saying	anything	about	 it.	 It's	one	of	 those	books	 that's	 relatively
long,	and...

In	Tender,	Catherine	leaves	her	sheltered	life	in	small	town	Ireland	for	her	first	year	of	college.	She	studies,
she	drinks,	she	experiments	but	still	is	waiting	for	more.	Then	she	meets	James.	Extraordinary.	That	was
what	they	were.	That	was	a	James	word;	that	was	one	of	the	words	she	had	got,	over	the	summer,	from
James.Catherine...
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