CIVILIZATION AND ITS DISCONTENTS

In what remains one of his most seminal papers, Freud considers the incompatibility of
civilisation and individual happiness, and the tensions between the claims of society
and the individual. We all know that living in civilised groups means sacrificing a degree
of personal interest, but couldn't you argue that it in fact creates the conditions for our
happiness? Freud explores the arguments and counter-arguments surrounding this
proposition, focusing on what he perceives to be one of...
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One thing only do | know for certain and that is that man's judgments of value follow directly his wishes for
happiness-that, accordingly, they are an attempt to support his illusions with arguments. [p.111] Sigmund
Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents //

The ordinary man cannot imagine this Providence in any other form but that of a greatly exalted father, for
only such a one could understand the needs of the sons of men, or be softened by their prayers and
placated by the signs of their remorse....
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