THE LOSS OF THE WAGER: THE
NARRATIVES OF JOHN BULKELEY AND THE
HON. JOHN BYRON

The Loss of the Wager is an eighteenth century melodrama set in a ferociously
inhospitable climate on one of the world's most remote and dangerous coastlines.
When Commodore Anson set out for the Pacific in 1740, to attack the Spanish ships on
the Chilean coast, he took eight ships with him. The Wager was effectively a transport
ship, carrying stores and a force of marines; as the squadron rounded Cape Horn in
fearsome weather, she was unable to...
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This useful paperback combines two contemporary accounts of events following the wreck of the British
warship Wager on a remote island off the coast of Chile in 1741. The first 122 pages are a reprinting of "A
Voyage to the South Seas in the Years 1740-1" by John Bulkeley and John Cummings (1743). The second
part reprints 109 pages...
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