FREEDOM

Patty and Walter Berglund were the new pioneers of old St. Paul—the gentrifiers, the
hands-on parents, the avant-garde of the Whole Foods generation. Patty was the ideal
sort of neighbor, who could tell you where to recycle your batteries and how to get the
local cops to actually do their job. She was an enviably perfect mother and the wife of
Walter’s dreams. Together with Walter—environmental lawyer, commuter cyclist, total
family man—she was...
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Peek Inside the Book

Each new thing he encountered in life impelled him in a direction that fully convinced him of its rightness,
but then the next new thing loomed up and impelled him in...

Katz had read extensively in popular sociobiology, and his understanding of the depressive personality
type and its seemingly perverse persistence in the human gene pool was that depression was successful
adaptation to ceaseless pain and hardship. Pessimism, feelings of worthlessness and lack of entitlement,
inability to derive satisfaction from pleasure, a tormenting awareness of the world's general crappiness:
for Katz Jewish paternal forebears, who'd...

Reader's Opinions

*Update 9/23 - Jonathan Franzen was in town doing a reading & signing last night, and after listening to
him talk, Im officially backing off of theory #1 below. He does not seem like a douche bag, at all. In fact,
despite all the Oprah hoopla (Which he described as a fiasco, not because of...

| read Freedom the week before Christmas. What was | thinking? Did | want a bleak, almost sullen,

nnrtraval af Amarira in tha naw rantiin? And nat a ramnlata nna aithar hiit limitad ta nrivilagad whita
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