GAFF TOPSAILS

It is June 24, 1948 -- the Feast of St. John the Baptist, the Bringer of Light, is being
commemorated with bonfires ignited on the headlands. Father MacMurrough, newly
arrived and desperately lonely, reflects on a failed love affair. Michael Barron, a young
mute, falls in love and is puzzled by the way that his life -- like the tremendous iceberg
he and his friends explore...
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Reader's Opinions

I think three and a half stars would be appropriate. It took me a while to get used to the shifting
perspectives, but once | did, the story took off. It has a definite sense of place and time - | haven't read
Joyce, so | can't comment on the similarities, but every character has a very distinct voice of their own &
you really get to...
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