
THE	HOUSE	OF	MIRTH
A	 literary	 sensation	when	 it	was	 published	 by	 Scribners	 in	 1905,	 The	House	 of	Mirth
quickly	established	Edith	Wharton	as	the	most	important	American	woman	of	letters	in
the	 twentieth	 century.	 The	 first	 American	 novel	 to	 provide	 a	 devastatingly	 accurate
portrait	of	New	York's	aristocracy,	it	is	the	story	of	the	beautiful	and	beguiling	Lily	Bart
and	 her	 ill-fated	 attempt	 to	 rise	 to	 the	 heights	 of	 a	 heartless	 society	 in	 which,
ultimately,	she	has	no	part.
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
He	 knelt	 by	 the	 bed	 and	 bent	 over	 her,	 draining	 their	 last	moment	 to	 its	 lees;	 and	 in	 the	 silence	 there
passed	between	them	the	word	which	made	all	clear.	Edith	Wharton,	The	House	of	Mirth	//

Selden	 and	 Lily	 stood	 still,	 accepting	 the	 unreality	 of	 the	 scene	 as	 a	 part	 of	 their	 own	 dream-like
sensations.	 It	would	not	have	surprised	them	to	feel	a	summer	breeze	on	their	faces,	or	to	see	the	lights
among	the	boughs	reduplicated	in	the	arch	of	a	starry	sky.	The	strange...

Reader's	Opinions
Beautifully	written.	Good	 literature	never	gets	outdated.	 i	 loved	 the	 Interesting	 time	 in	American	 /	New
York	city	/	in	female	history.
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