LESS THAN ONE: SELECTED ESSAYS

Essayist and poet Joseph Brodsky was one of the most penetrating voices of the
twentieth century. This prize-winning collection of his diverse essays includes uniquely
powerful appreciations of great writers: on Dostoevsky and the development of
Russian prose, on Auden and Akhmatova, Cavafy, Montale and Mandelstam. These are
contrasted with his reflections on larger themes of tyranny and evil, and subtle
evocations of his childhood in Leningrad. Brodsky's insightful appreciation of the
intricacies of language, culture and identity connect...
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The real history of consciousness starts with one's first lie. Joseph Brodsky, Less Than One: Selected
Essays //

Reader's Opinions

What a challenging read. There is no doubt that he is a good writer, just heavy to read and digest,
especially as | picked this up right before I gave birth. Some of...

Real heroism. Brodsky's memoir-essays 'Less Than One' and 'A Room and a Half' are amazing accounts of
his youthful struggle for independence and imaginative freedom in 50s and 60s Russia. He dislays
Nabokov-level stoicism, humor and confidence amid tragedies that would have silenced or stupefied a
being less spiritually committed to...
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