COLLECTED POEMS

The publication of James Merrill's Collected Poems is a landmark in the history of
modern American literature. His First Poems—its sophistication and virtuosity were
recognized at once—appeared half a century ago. Over the next five decades, Merrill's
range broadened and his voice took on its characteristic richness. In book after book,
his urbanity and wit, his intriguing...
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Peek Inside the Book

Nor do | try to keep a garden, onlyAn avocado in a glass of water --Roots pallid, gemmed with air. And
later,When the small gilt leaves have grownFleshy and green, | let them die, yes, yes,And start another. |
am earth's no less. James Merrill, Collected Poems //

The sky is realest: the sky cannotBe touched and in the mirror it cannotBe touched. He is enchanted. The
rare azurls flawless; happily blurred blue is no whitLess exquisite than blue unblurred. And whatHe
misses...

Reader's Opinions

Check out "The Emerald."
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