
TWO	LIVES
"Shanti	Behari	Seth	was	born	on	the	eighth	day	of	the	eighth	month	in	the	eighth	year
of	the	twentieth	century;	he	died	two	years	before	its	close.	He	was	brought	up	in	India
in	the	late	years...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
May	we	not	be	as	foolish	as	we	are	almost	bound	to	be.	If	we	cannot	eschew	hatred,	at	least	let	us	eschew
group	hatred.	May	we	see	that	we	could	have	been	born	as	each	other.	May	we,	in	short,	believe	in	humane
logic	and	perhaps,	in	due	course,	love.	Vikram	Seth,	Two	Lives	//

Behind	every	door	on	every	ordinary	street,	in	every	hut	in	every	ordinary	village	in	this	middling	planet	of
a	trivial	star,	such	riches	are	to	be	found.	The	strange	journeys	we	undertake	on	our	earthly	pilgrimage,	the
joy	and	suffering	we	taste	or	confer,	the	chance	events	that	leave	us	together	or	apart,	what	a	complex...

Reader's	Opinions
I	was	expecting	a	love	story.	But	this	book	is	better	described	as	a	story	of	two	people	making	the	best	of
their	lives	following	the	upheaval	of	the	WWII	and	the	holocaust.	The	author	first	explains	why	the	couple
Shanti	and	Henny,	his	great	uncle	and	aunt,	were	 important	people	 in	his	 life.	Then	he	proceeds	 to	 tell
their	stories....

Two	Lives:	A	Memoir	by	Vikram	SethThe	Two	Lives	are	those	of	the	author's	great	uncle	Shanti	and	great
aunt	Henny,	who	lived	in	Hendon	when	he	knew	them,	but	had	met	in	Berlin	before	the	Second	World...
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