
MY	ÁNTONIA
'The	 best	 thing	 I've	 done	 is	 My	 Antonia,'	 recalled	 Willa	 Cather.	 'I	 feel	 I've	 made	 a
contribution	to	American	letters	with	that	book.'	Set	against	the	vast	Nebraska	prairie,
Cather's	elegiac	novel	features	one	of	the	most	winning	heroines	in	American	fiction—
Antonia	 Shimerda—a	 young	 woman	 whose	 strength	 and	 passion	 epitomize	 the
triumphant	vitality	of	this	country's	pioneers.	'If,	as	is	often	said,	every	novelist	is	born
to	write	one	thing,	then	the	one	thing	that	Willa	Cather	was	born	to	write	was	first	fully
realized	in	My...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
The	new	country	lay	open	before	me:	there	were	no	fences	in	those	days,	and	I	could	choose	my	own	way
over	 the	 grass	 uplands,	 trusting	 the	 pony	 to	 get	me	 home	 again.	 Sometimes	 I	 followed	 the	 sunflower-
bordered	 roads.	 Fuchs	 told	me	 that	 the	 sunflowers	were	 introduced	 into	 that	 country	by	 the	Mormons;
that	at	the	time	of	the	persecution	when	they	left	Missouri	and	struck	out	into	the...

I'd	have	liked	to	have	you	for	a	sweetheart,	or	a	wife,	or	my	mother	or	my	sister--anything	a	woman	can	be
to	a	man.	The	idea	of	you	is	part	of	my	mind;	you	influence	my	likes	and	dislikes,	all	my	tastes,	hundreds	of
times	when	I	don't	realize	it.	You	really	are	a	part	of	me.	Willa	Cather,	My	ntonia	//

Reader's	Opinions
Those	wanting	to	get	hold	of	an	elusive	past

Two	old	friends	meet	on	a	train.	They	grew	up	together	in	the	same	town,	and	lived	in	the	same	city,	New
York,	although	they	hardly	ever	saw	each	other	there.	They	decided	to	do	an	unusual	thing.	They	would...
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