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National Book Award, Nonfiction, 2000The ordeal of the whaleship Essex was an event
as mythic in the 19th century as the sinking of the Titanic was in the 20th. In 1819, the
Essex left Nantucket for the South Pacific with 20 crew members aboard. In the middle
of the South Pacific the ship was rammed and sunk by an angry sperm whale. The crew
drifted for more than 90...
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Peek Inside the Book

The sperm whales network of female-based family units resembled, to a remarkable extent, the
community the whalemen had left back home on Nantucket. In both societies the males were itinerants....

at sea, things appear different. Nathaniel Philbrick, In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship
Essex//

Reader's Opinions

Just how | like my history books: Interesting. Many (most?) history books get bogged down in the details
discovered during the well-meaning author's research, losing the story somewhere amid a plethora of
sleep-inducing minutiae. But not here. Author Nathaniel Philbrick keeps front and center the mesmerizing
story of the 19th century...
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