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The	 term	 "biography"	 seems	 insufficiently	 capacious	 to	 describe	 the	 singular
achievement	 of	 Joseph	 Frank's	 five-volume	 study	 of	 the	 life	 of	 the	 great	 Russian
novelist	 Fyodor	 Dostoevsky.	 One	 critic,	 writing	 upon	 the	 publication	 of	 the	 final
volume,	 casually	 tagged	 the	 series	 as	 the	 ultimate	 work	 on	 Dostoevsky	 "in	 any
language,	 and	 quite	 possibly	 forever."Frank	 himself	 had	 not	 originally	 intended	 to
undertake	 such	 a	 massive	 work.	 The	 endeavor	 began	 in	 the	 early	 1960s	 as	 an
exploration	of	Dostoevsky's	fiction,	but...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
A	typical	Russian	Romantic	of	the	1830's,	Shidlovsky	was	consumed,	as	they	all	were,	with	unappeasable
desires	 that	 could	 not	 be	 satisfied	 within	 the	 bounds	 of	 earthly	 life.	 His	 few	 extant	 poems	 are	 all
expressions	of	this	Romantic	malaise,	which	leads	him	to	melancholy	questionings	about	the	meaning	of
human	existence.	No	answer	is	ever	given	to	these	inquiries,	but	Shidlovsky	is	consoled	by	the	belief	that
there	is	a	God	who	sometimes...

Years	later,	when	Dostoevsky	was	reading	the	book	of	Job	once	again,	he	wrote	his	wife	that	it	put	him	into
such	a	state	of	"unhealthy	rapture"	that	he	almost	cried.	"It's	a	strange	thing,	Anya,	this	books	is	one	of	the
first	in	my	life	which	made	an	impression	on	me;	I	was	then	still	almost	a	child."	There	is	an	allusion	to	this
revelatory	experience	of	the	young	boy	in	The	Brothers	Karamazov,	where	Zosima	recalls	being	struck...

Reader's	Opinions
I	began	this	book	about	13	years	ago!	Now	I	wish	to	finish	it,	along	with	every	one	of	Dostoyevsky's	works.
Only	4	more	volumes	to	go.	Hopefully	it	does	not	take	me	so	long	to	read	the	other	volumes.	Joseph	Frank
does	 an	 amazing	 job	 here	 of	 describing	 with	 depth	 the	 historical,	 political,	 literary	 and	 philosophical

http://www.readocs.net/dmca.html
http://www.readocs.net/read/SkzHM8P3ZfZ.html

