SMASHED IN THE USSR: FEAR, LOATHING
AND VODKA ON THE STEPPES

For forty years Ivan Petrov careered, stumbled, staggered and rampaged all over the
vast Soviet empire. Homeless (an illegal condition in the communist utopia), in and out
of prison camps, almost always drunk, and with a gift for hilariously sending up the
tragic absurdities of Soviet life, lvan was a real-life Svejk. This is his unforgettable story,
as told to Caroline Walton just before his death.
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Reader's Opinions

Remembering my childhood admiration for Robinson Crusoe, | wonder why people in books are so much
more interesting than those in real life. It wasnt so much the bullying that got me down, though that was
bad enough. No, it was being surrounded by so many idiots who felt important for the...
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