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Peek	Inside	the	Book
However,	Nick	acted	as	much	as	possible	under	the	circumstances,	and	that	was	rectifying	it	brought	with
it	enjoyment	and	a	working	faith.	He	had	not	gone	counter	to	the	axiom	that	in	a	case	of	doubt	one	was	to
hold	off;	 for	 that	 applied	 to	 choice,	 and	he	had	not	 at	 present	 the	 slightest	 pretension	 to	 choosing.	He
knew	he	was	lifted	along,	that	what	he	was	doing	was	not	first-rate,	that	nothing	was	settled	by	it	and	that
if...

Reader's	Opinions
Despite	 the	 title,	 the	 Tragic	Muse	 doesn't	 really	 have	 the	 tragic	 intensity	 of	 James's	 greatest	work.	 It's
basically	 a	 comedy.	 One	 of	 his	 wittiest	 books.	 James	 can	 be	 so	 hilariously	 bitchy,	 and	 the	 opening
sentence	is	one	of	the	best	ever:	"The	people	of	France	have	made	it	no	secret	that	those	of	England,	as	a
general	thing,	are,	to...
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