UNCLE TOM'S CABIN

Although the American anti-slavery movement had existed at least as long as the
nation itself, Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852) galvanized public opinion as nothing
had before. The book sold 10,000 copies in its first week and 300,000 in its first year. Its
vivid dramatization of slavery's cruelties so aroused readers that is said that Abraham
Lincoln told Stowe her work had been a catalyst for the Civil War.Today the novel is
often labeled condescending,...
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Peek Inside the Book

Tom opened his eyes, and looked upon his master. "Ye poor miserable critter!" he said, "there ain't no
more ye can do! | forgive ye, with all my soul!" and he fainted entirely away. Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle
Tom's Cabin //

Reader's Opinions

This book launched the Civil War, and at what cost? In her novel Uncle Tom's Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe
writes about the plight of enslaved individuals, and she relies on religion to advance her argument that
slavery should not exist. The characters often appear as nothing more than archetypes. Stowe's writing
comes across as propaganda...
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