
SYLVIA
First	acclaimed	as	a	story-length	memoir,	then	expanded	into	a	novel,	Sylvia	draws	us
into	the	lives	of	a	young	couple	whose	struggle	to	survive	Manhattan	in	the	early	1960s
involves	 them	 in	 sexual	 fantasias,	paranoia,	drugs,	 and	 the	extreme	 intimacy	of	 self-
destructive	violence.Reproducing	a	time	and	place	with...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
I	read	assiduously.	I	kept	in	touch	with	my	species.	Leonard	Michaels,	Sylvia	//

Reader's	Opinions
This	is	lacking	something,	even	at	the	level	of	the	prose.

I	 don't	 really	 know	how	 to	 react	 to	 this	novel.	 I	 know	 from	growing	up	with	my	mad	 sister	 that	people
suffering	from	mental/physical	illnesses	can	be	abusive.	Much	of	Sylvia's	behaviour	sounds	familiar	to	me
and	yes,	 I	wouldn't	hesitate	 to	 call	 it	 abuse.	But	how	 this	book	 is	written,	 and	how	Sylvia's	 actions	 are
framed	does...
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