BLUE COLLAR BAYOU: LOUISIANA CAJUNS
IN THE NEW ECONOMY OF ETHNICITY

Although the French language and the traditional rural way of life are disappearing
among Louisiana Cajuns, identification with Cajun ethnicity is flourishing. Henry and
Bankston draw on historical documents, ethnographic observations and interviews,
and statistical sources to investigate and explain this phenomenon. They argue that
while Cajun ethnicity developed from and consisted of the French-speaking, rural poor
of the region, it has been transformed, during the 20th century, into a regional class
with common interests and outlooks. A substantial minority of Cajuns have risen out...
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