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STAKES	INNOVATION
From	 Adam	 Steltzner,	 who	 led	 the	 Entry,	 Descent,	 and	 Landing	 team	 in	 landing	 the
Curiosity	 rover	 on	 the	 surface	 of	 Mars,	 comes	 a	 profound	 book	 about	 breakthrough
innovation	in	the	face	of	the	impossible	The	Jet	Propulsion	Laboratory	(JPL)	is	home	to
some	of	history’s	most	jaw-dropping	feats	of	engineering.	When	NASA	needed	to	land
Curiosity—a	2,000-pound,	$2.5	billion	rover—on	the	surface	of	Mars,	140	million	miles
away,	they	turned	to	JPL.	Steltzner’s	team	couldn’t	test	their	kooky	solution,	the	Sky
Crane.	They	were	on...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
The	key	to	searching	for	the	truth	is	to	hold	passionately	to	your	beliefs	while	simultaneously	not	feeling
entrenched	in	your	position,	to	be	able	to	let	go	of	the	need	to	defend	it	in	order	to	save	face.	Its	almost	a
Buddhist	thing,	where	youre	not	necessarily	free	of	ego	and	concerns	about	status,...

Reader's	Opinions
Steltzner	tells	his	personal	story	of	leading	a	team	of	people	to	put	the	Curiosity	rover	onto	the	surface	of
Mars.	This	is	an	inspiring	look	into	how	people	learn	and	grow	by	taking	on	incredibly	difficult	challenges
and	 meeting	 those	 challenges	 by	 listening	 to	 both	 their	 thoughts	 and	 perhaps	 more	 important,	 their
intuition.
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