
BECOMING	BONE:	POEMS	ON	THE	LIFE	OF
CELIA	THAXTER
In	 the	 long	 tradition	 of	 biography-in-poetry	 collections,	 Annie	 Boutelleas	 first
collection	probes	the	layered	life	of	one	of	nineteenth-century	Americaas	most	popular
poets,	 who	 is	 now	 almost	 forgotten.	 The	 Celia	 Thaxter	 who	 speaks	 these	 poems
disturbs	the	placid	myth	created	around	her	public	persona,	and	focuses	on	the	fierce
mysteries	and	ironies	that	frame	her.	Boutelle	carefully	reveals	Thaxteras	childhood	on
the	stark	Isles	of	Shoals	off	the	New	Hampshire	coast;	the	trap	of	a	Victorian...
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