
AN	ANTHROPOLOGIST	ON	MARS
The	works	of	neurologist	Oliver	Sacks	have	a	special	place	in	the	swarm	of	mind-brain
studies.	He	has	done	as	much	as	anyone	to	make	nonspecialists	aware	of	how	much
diversity	 gets	 lumped	 under	 the	 heading	 of	 "the	 human	 mind."	 The	 stories	 in	 An
Anthropologist	on	Mars	are	medical	case	reports	not	unlike	the	classic	tales	of	Berton
Roueché	in	The	Medical	Detectives.	Sacks's	stories	are	of	"differently	brained"	people,
and...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
Though	 the	 tendency	 to	 tic	 is	 innate	 in	 Tourette's,	 the	 particular	 form	 of	 tics	 often	 has	 a	 personal	 or
historical	origin.	Thus	a	name,	a	sound,	a	visual	image,	a	gesture,	perhaps	seen	years	before	and	forgotten,
may	first	be	unconsciously	echoed	or	imitated	and	then	preserved	in	the	stereotypic	form	of	a	tic.	Such	tics
are	like	hieroglyphic,	petrified	residues	of	the	past	and	may	indeed,	with	the	passage	of	time,	become	so
hieroglyphic,	so	abbreviated,	as	to	become	unintelligible	(as...

In	the	newly	sighted,	learning	to	see	demands	a	radical	change	in	neurological	functioning	and,	with	it,	a
radical	change	in	psychological	functioning,	in	self,	in	identity.	The	change	may	be	experienced	in	literally
life-and-death	terms.	Valvo	quotes	a	patient	of	his	as	saying,	'One	must	die	as	a	sighted	person	to	be	bom
again	as	a	blind	person,'	and	the	opposite	is	equally	true:	one	must	die	as	a...

Reader's	Opinions
While	reading	The	Man	Who	Mistook	His	Wife	for	a	Hat,	I	felt	as	if	Sacks	wasn't	spending	enough	time	with
each	of	his	subjects;	in	this	book	I	felt	like	he	was	spending	too...
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