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No	poetry	is	more	fresh,	more	immediate,	more	deftly	challenging,	writes	editor	Robert
Pinsky.	 William	 Carlos	 Williams	 is	 at	 the	 center	 of	 one	 of	 poetry's	 great	 historic
flowerings.	From	the	hard-edged	experiments	of	Spring	and	All	to	the	fluent	lyricism	of
Asphodel,	 That	 Greeny	 Flower,	 Williams	 pursued	 an	 independent	 and	 often
unappreciated	 course,	 creating	 a	 diverse	 and	 unfailingly	 vital	 body	 of	work	 that	 has
influenced	generations	of	poets.	As	American	as	his	formal	opposite	Robert	Frost...
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they	are	mystified	by	certain	instances.	William	Carlos	Williams,	Selected	Poems	//

The	Last	Words	of	My	English	GrandmotherThere	were	some	dirty	platesand	a	glass	of	milkbeside	her	on	a
small	tablenear	the	rank,	disheveled	bed--Wrinkled	and	nearly	blindshe	lay	and	snoredrousing	with	anger
in	her	tonesto...

Reader's	Opinions
From	the	Introduction	by	Randall	Jarrell:	"When	you	have	read	Paterson	you	know	for	the	rest	of	your	life
what	 it	 is	 like	to	be	a	waterfall;	and	what	other	poet	has	turned	so	many	of	his	readers	 into	trees?"I	 like
"Dedication	for	a	Plot	of	Ground,"	a	tribute	to	Emily	Dickinson,	which	ends	with	"If	you	can	bring	nothing
to	this	place...

This	 is	 what	 poetry	 should	 be	 -	 unabashed,	 symbolic,	 conversational,	 creative	 and	 reflective	 of	 a	 view
mainly	 outside	 of	 oneself	 in	 the	 sense	 that	 is	 has	 something	 to	 cause	 others	 to	 'go	 outside',	 too.
Stylistically,	Williams	is	hard	to	beat	-	layers...
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