
THE	TIN	DRUM
Beginning	 with	 the	 unforgettable	 words	 'Granted:	 I'm	 an	 inmate	 in	 a	 mental
institution',The	 Tin	 Drum,	 the	 narrative	 of	 thirty-year-old	 Oskar	 Matzerath,	 is	 widely
acclaimed	as	one	of	the	greatest	novels	of	the	twentieth	century.On	his	third	birthday
Oskar	resolves	to	stunt	his	own	growth	at	three	feet,	and	on	the	same	day	he	receives
his	 first	 tin	 drum.	 Wielding	 his	 drum	 and	 piercing	 scream	 as	 anarchic	 weapons,	 he
draws	forth	memories	from	the	past...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
...there	is	no	such	thing	as	a	parttime	partisan.	Real	partisans	are	partisans	always	and	as	long	as	they	live.
They	put	fallen	governments	back	in	power	and	overthrow	governments	that	have	just	been	put	in	power
with	the	help	of	partisans.	Mr	Matzerath...
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My	reaction	to	finishing	this	book	was	'thank	god	that's	over'.	I	thought	it	was	interesting	in	the	abstract,
but	at	times	I	couldn't	stand	reading	it.	The	unreliable	main	character	Oskar,	decides	to	stop	growing	at
the	age	of	three	.	He	refuses	to	speak,	and	communicates	by	banging	on	his	titular	drum.	I	gather	this	is
supposed	to...
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