WHEN WE WERE THE KENNEDYS: A
MEMOIR FROM MEXICO, MAINE

1963 Mexico, Maine: The Wood family is much like its close, Catholic, immigrant
neighbors, all dependent on the fathers' wages from the Oxford Paper Company. Until
the sudden death of Dad, when this family of now-only-women (Monica is one of
four daughters) is set adrift. Incandescent, funny, and to-the-bone moving, When We
Were the Kennedys...
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Peek Inside the Book

Maybe he, like Mum, believed God had delivered three extra children, one-two-three, as a sign of His plan
for this couple's long, long friendship. But God had also delivered to him the Oxford Paper Company, and
the foamy river it sat upon. And the long working hours it required. And the poison it put in the air. Three
more girls from God might portend a long married life, but a multi-acre paper mill, with much heat but...

The packet of fading photos gives it away if you know how to look: always a rundown porch landing and
stair rails behind, always a child squinting into strong sunlight and a grim-faced adult...

Reader's Opinions

| totally get this gorgeous little book. It reminds me of my own childhood; Catholic, growing up with only
sisters, being educated by nuns. And this novel gave me back a saying from those days, offer it up: used
when things test you beyond all reasonable limits. What a gift! Told in the guileless voice of young Monica,
it's the wonderful...
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