
ON	GRIEF	AND	REASON:	ESSAYS
In	this	richly	diverse	collection	of	essays,	Joseph	Brodsky	casts	a	reflective	eye	on	his
experiences	 of	 early	 life	 in	 Russia	 and	 exile	 in	 America.	 With	 dazzling	 erudition,	 he
explores	 subjects	 as	 varied	 as	 the	 dynamic	 of	 poetry,	 the	 nature	 of	 history	 and	 the
plight	of...
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...boredom	speaks	the	language	of	time,	and	it	is	to	teach	you	the	most	valuable	lesson	in	your	life--...the
lesson	of	your	utter	insignificance.	It	is	valuable	to	you,	as	well	as	to	those	you	are	to	rub	shoulders	with.
'You	are	finite,'	time	tells	you	in	a	voice	of	boredom,	'and	whatever	you	do	is,	from	my	point	of	view,	futile.'
As	music	to	your	ears,	this,	of	course,	may	not	count;	yet	the	sense	of	futility,	of...

Whether	pleasant	or	dismal,	 the	past	 is	always	a	safe	 territory,	 if	only	because	 it	 is	already	experienced,
and	the	species'	capacity	to	revert,	to	run	backward	-especially	in	its	thoughts	or	dreams,	since	there	we
are	safe	as	well	-	is	extremely	strong	in	all	of	us,	quite	irrespective	of	the	reality	we	are	facing....

Reader's	Opinions
Um	resuminho	dos	dois	primeiros	textos,	s	para	dar	um	gostinho.	O	"Grief	and	Reason"	propriamente	dito,
sobre	 o	 Robert	 Frost,	 um	 primor.Spoils	 of	 War.Reminiscncias	 do	 ps-guerra,	 na	 Rssia.	 As	 crianas,	 diz
Brodsky,	foram	as	pessoas	que...

Twenty-one	 essays	 by	 the	 Nobel	 prize-winning	 poet.	 Two	 of	 the	 essays	 are	 his	 Noble	 lecture	 and	 his
acceptance	 speech,	 and	many	 of	 the	 other	 essays	 were	 written	 for	 occasions	 or	 lectures.	What	makes
these	essays	stick	 is	 that	Brodsky	has	 the	knack	of	 living	 in	his	prose	pieces	and	 imbuing	 them	with	his
warm,	intelligent	personality....
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