THE RETURN OF THE SHADOW: THE
HISTORY OF THE LORD OF THE RINGS,
PART ONE

In this sixth volume of The History of Middle-earth the story reaches The Lord of the
Rings. In The Return of the Shadow (an abandoned title for the first volume)
Christopher Tolkien describes, with full citation of the earliest notes, outline plans, and
narrative drafts, the intricate evolution of The Fellowship of the Ring and the gradual
emergence of the conceptions that transformed what J.R.R. Tolkien for long believed
would be a far shorter book, 'a sequel to The Hobbit'. The enlargement of...
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Reader's Opinions

The story was good, it was basically the story of "Fellowship of the Ring" with different characters. It was
interesting to see the rough drafts of the story unfold into what it eventually became. Overall a pretty good
read.
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